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Sleuthing 101

Where to start?

STEP ONE: IDENTIFY: Who are you trying to find?

In our case, we’re looking for information for Mobile Home Park Owners.

Ex: We know there’s a community called “Blue Spruce Grove”

Blue Spruce Grove 11922 172nd Ave NE Arlington WA 98223

Normally, I look at Google maps to see an aerial view: does it look like a community?
How many spaces does it have? Is the park & contact info listed on Google?

Here’s the data points we will try to find:

● Phone Number (as many as you can)

● Mailing Address

● Email

● Owner Name/Entity Name

○ This especially helps when you call so you can ask for a specific individual

○ You can also backtrace to see what this individual also owns.

STEP TWO: To start, Google the address/ Park Name to try to find a phone number .

As you can see, there
is a phone number on
this yelp preview-
Looks like it’s an HOA
which isn’t ideal but
there is a phone
number, so lets snag it
anyhow.
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Once we click through to the YELP Link, the phone number shows up. Sometimes you
can get a phone number from a simple Google search, sometimes you can’t.

STEP THREE: Now that we’ve found a phone number, let’s try to find the mailing
address, we can look at Arlington’s GIS

So what’s a GIS?

It’s a Geographic information system which is a type of database containing
geographic data, combined with software tools for managing, analyzing, and visualizing
that data.

To put into layman terms, it’s normally an interactive map (normally we look for a tax
map) that you can click through and see who the owner is if you’re lucky.

Normally you can access the GIS through whatever county the property is in.

So for example, we see the property is in Arlington WA, 98223

If you don’t know the county, go to bestplaces.net , and enter the zip code, the website
will give you the county, the Metro Area, as well as the population and relevant
demographic data. (visualized below)

http://www.bestplaces.net
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From there you can click directly on the County and see which county it is

We can see that Arlington is inside of Snohomish County, Washington.

STEP FOUR: Next, we can google “Snohomish County, State GIS Tax Map”
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We can see that it’s the very first result that pops up

So we click in, access the map, and search the address (if you can) . Sometimes this
required some extra work (such as finding a nearby landmark on the map and finding
the property by scrolling around if the address doesn’t come right up)
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Remember that each GIS is different, so you will have to use your best judgment navigating the
Site to find the information- this is the tricky part.
Once you’ve found the parcel , click through to “More info” or “Tax info” or whatever else you
can find.

For Blue Spruce Grove Club, we can see that the Tax Payer Address is PO BOX 1007,
EVERETT, WA 98206

If you can snag the address where the taxes go, you’re well off- it’s not likely that the owners
would send the taxes to an unimportant location- since paying the taxes are generally a high
impact task to accomplish each year.

STEP FIVE:
One more trick I like to do to get additional phone numbers is take that address (if you really
want to get crazy with it, you can even use any secondary address as well, to find more
information)
For example, now I’m searching up “PO BOX 1007, EVERETT, WA 98206” on Google- look
what comes up
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Look at all that Gold! And remember: finding the right number can lead to $$$ , so having more
phone numbers increases the likelihood of reaching the right person and ultimately, deals and
more $$. You’ve come this far, you mineswell get all the info you can!

As you can see, we’ve found a new phone number through this search 425-339-1160
I found two additional phone numbers from doing this back search AND I found an email.

STEP SIX: As you’re Sleuthing through all the information, make sure you’re keeping good
track of all the information in an adequate way (such as a spreadsheet with appropriate labels, if
you can, get a site number as well, the more info the better!)

STEP SEVEN: Rinse and Repeat!


